384                LIFE  Or JOSEPH CHAMBEBLAIlSr

BOOK His countenance displayed a direct, lively nature and an intent
- courage, without a tincture of fanatical sourness. He was one of
those souls who, as is said, are "born free" and he looked it. It
was unendurable to a man of his type and antecedents that he
should work and be taxed without having as free a voice and
vote in that mixed State as any Boer. Now, he and his close
comrades were going to carry with them the best of the Eand
workmen. This movement was independent of the capitalists.
Meanwhile, what had become of the petition to the Queen pre-
sented to the British Vice-Consul at Johannesburg on Christmas
Eve? In Milner's absence at home, the Acting High Commis-
sioner, General Sir William Butler, declined to receive the peti-
tion, and contemned the signatories. Of him, accordingly, we
shall hear more. Lately this chivalrous and prepossessed Irish
soldier had been appointed to the South African command with-
out the Colonial Secretary's knowledge and to his dismay.
Butler was an extraordinary locum tenens. He regarded Chamber-
lain, Milner, Rhodes and the Uitlanders with comprehensive
indignation. When in his irate fervour he rejected the first
Johannesburg petition, he helped much to set on foot a greater
with an effect he little dreamed. He had to be rebuked by the
Colonial Secretary, but nothing could abate his quixotic imagin-
ings nor rein his tilting pen.

When the first reports of the Edgar case reached Downing
Street, Chamberlain saw at once that something ominous
might have happened; but he did not receive the full reports
until nearly three months after Edgar's fate. By that time the
forces let loose were sweeping ahead.

A curious interlude here destroys a mischievous myth. Many
writers have assumed without evidence, and it is still a common
opinion, that at this period of South African policy the "Char-
tered gang" had some occult but pervasive influence upon the
Unionist Government in general and especially on the Colonial
Office. The suspicion is baseless and contrary to the truth.
During the latter part of Milner's visit, and again in the spring
afterwards, Rhodes too was in London. For nearly a year he